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Who we are:

The Scottish Government – Marine Scotland

NatureScot

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC)

Purpose of today’s session:

An information session to complement the live public consultation on 
our proposed approaches to designating a suite of HPMAs in Scottish seas.



• What HPMAs are, why we are proposing them and how they relate to Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)

• Our proposed policy approaches to managing activities and legal considerations

• The proposed HPMA site selection process

• How we are considering the impacts of HPMAs

• Overview of the consultation process

Throughout this presentation, we will highlight how and when stakeholders can be involved in the process.

Today we will cover:

• Delivery timeline – outline of full programme of work

• Overview of what we are consulting on and why



Consultation overview

© JNCC

Why are we consulting?

Bute House Agreement commitment:
Designate at least 10% of Scotland's seas as Highly Protected Marine Areas by 2026

What are we consulting on?
Policy Framework
Site Selection Guidelines
Initial Sustainability Appraisal
Partial Island Communities Impact Assessment (ICIA) Screening Report
Partial Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA)



What are HPMAs?

HPMAs are proposed to be designated areas of the sea that are strictly protected to allow the marine ecosystems within to 
recover and thrive. These areas safeguard all of their marine life for the benefit of the planet and current and future 
generations; providing opportunities for carefully managed enjoyment and appreciation.

Aims of HPMAs:
o Meet our domestic and international commitments

o Facilitate ecosystem recovery

o Enhance the benefits that coastal communities and others derive 
from our seas

o Contribute to the mitigation of climate change impacts

o Support ecosystem adaptation and improving resilience

Policy Framework: sections 2 & 3 - defining HPMAs and their aims



Policy Framework: section 4 - HPMA / MPA relationship

• MPA network is made up of different types of designations
➢ Sites are designated to protect specific, named features.

• HPMAs will complement and form part of this network
➢ Will add value to existing network

• HPMAs may overlap fully or partially with existing MPAs
➢ Maximise conservation benefits by affording stricter site protection



Policy Framework: section 6 - sectoral considerations

Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

• 16 sector-specific considerations/activities with 
proposed management approaches

• Some activities will be restricted / not compatible 
with HPMAs

• Some activities will be allowed to continue at 
carefully managed, non-damaging levels

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/


Policy Framework: section 8 - legal proposals

Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/


Development of Site Selection Guidelines

• Aim of the guidelines: to describe the proposed 
process for identifying and selecting HPMAs in 
Scottish waters, while considering socio-economic 
factors and stakeholder engagement.

• To develop the guidelines we:
– Considered lessons learnt

– Developed high-level principles

– Considered feedback from key stakeholders

• We are inviting you to provide feedback.

© NatureScot



General principles

• Use of a robust evidence base

• HPMA scale and the use of functional 
ecosystem units

• Ensuring added value

• Delivering ecosystem recovery
© NatureScot© JNCC



Functions and resources of significance to Scotland’s seas

• Blue carbon

• Essential Fish Habitats

• Strengthening the Scottish MPA network

• Protection from storms and sea level rise

• Research and education

• Enjoyment and appreciation

• Other important ecosystem services

© NatureScot © JNCC/Cefas



Five-stage site selection process
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Contribution to HPMA aims
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• Facilitate ecosystem recovery and enhancement 
via the removal of pressures and/or active 
restoration

• Enhance the benefits that coastal communities 
and others derive from our seas

• Contribute to the mitigation of climate change 
impacts

• Support ecosystem adaptation and improve 
resilience, including to climate change



• An Initial Sustainability Appraisal has been published, which summarises an initial 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report and Socio-Economic Impact 
Assessment (SEIA)

• The initial assessments will be built on throughout the project as proposed sites are 
identified and evidence gathered

• We will seek to gather detailed views on socio-economic factors directly from
stakeholders throughout the engagement process, especially at the stage where site 
locations are considered.

Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

Impact Assessments: Sustainability Appraisal

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/


• Partial Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA) and Partial Island 
Communities Impact Assessment (ICIA) Screening documents also form part of the 
consultation package

Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

Impact Assessments: BRIA & ICIA

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/


Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

Consultation process

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/
https://consult.gov.scot/


Virtual on-line sessions to 

complement live consultation

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Statutory public 

consultation on
proposed Policy 

Framework and Site 

Selection Guidelines: 

launched Mon 12 Dec 

2022 – closes 20 Mar 2023 

Publish finalised Policy 

Framework & Site

Selection Guidelines

Finalise HPMA

proposals

HPMA site

designations

Statutory public

consultation opens

on potential HPMA sites

Commencement of a series of themed workshops for stakeholders 

to contribute to emerging HPMA site proposals.

Your opportunities 

What we are doing

Indicative timeline showing HPMA project milestones and engagement opportunities

Third party proposals

12-week submission 

window opens



HPMA consultation (12 Dec 2022 – 20 Mar 2023)
Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government -Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

Scottish Highly Protected Marine Areas (HPMAs) - Scottish Government - Citizen Space (consult.gov.scot)

Q&A 

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/
https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/scottish-highly-protected-marine-areas/
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